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SUBJECT: EXPLOSION OF TOXIC GAS IN LOMBARDY-HEALTH EFFECTS 

REFERENCE: STATE 195888 

1 . DR. ALLEN POLAND, UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER, TELEPHONED 
OES OFFICER AUGUST 7 TO ADVISE THAT SCI COUNSELOR AMEMBASSY 
ROME HAD TELEPHONED INVITATION FROM GOI MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
FOR POLAND TO COME TO ITALY TO SURVEY HEALTH EFFECTS 

OF TCDD EXPLOSION. PRESUMABLY, GOI WISHES POLAND TO PRO- 
VIDE SIMILAR ASSISTANCE ON HEALTH ASPECTS AS PROVIDED BY 
DR. KEARNEY ON DECONTAMINATION PROBLEMS IN SEVESO AREA. SCI 
COUNSELOR STRONGLY SUGGESTED THAT POLAND PLAN TO ARRIVE 
IN ITALY TUESDAY, AUGUST 10, AND TO CONCERT WITH OES 
ACCORDINGLY. 

2. ON BASIS THOROUGH KEARNEY DEBRIEFING AT INTER-AGENCY 
MEETING IN OES AUGUST 6, AND POSSIBILITY OF TV MEDICAL 
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CONVENING OF NAS GROUP OF EXPERTS IN MEDICAL ASPECTS OF TCDD 
POISONING. INVITATION TO POLAND HAS TRIGGERED PROBABLE 
CONVENING BY NAS OF MULTI-SPECIALIZED GROUP 
OF MEDICAL EXPERTS TUESDAY, AUGUST lO. GROUP WILL BE ABLE 
TO COUNSEL DR. POLAND AND PROVIDE BACK-UP EXPERTISE IN 
ADVISING GOI. ALTHOUGH OTHER IMPORTANT COMMITMENTS MAKE 
POLAND RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT GOI INVITATION AT THIS TIME. 

WE HAVE IMPRESSED ON HIM OUR CONCERN THAT U.S. RESPOND TO 
GOI POSITIVELY, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF POTENTIAL CONTRIBU 
TION OUR MEDICAL EXPERTISE COULD MAKE IN DEALING WITH 
LONGER-TERM HEALTH EFFECTS. 

3. OES IS HOPEFUL THAT POLAND WILL BE PREPARED TO COME 

TO ITALY FOLLOWING PROJECTED NAS MEETING AUGUST 10. WE WILL 
CONFIRM AND HOPEFULLY ADVISE POLAND S ETA. AS IN KEARNEY'S 
CASE WE ASSUME ITALIAN EMBASSY WASHINGTON WILL BE AUTHOR- 
IZED TO ARRANGE FOR POLAND S TRAVEL. REQUEST EMBASSY PLEASE 
VERIFY. 

4. AS REQUESTED BY SCI COUNSELOR, DR. KEARNEY HAS PROVIDED 
FOLLOWING NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF HOFF- 
MANN-LA ROCHE DIRECTOR: DR. B. P. VATERLAUS, 8600 DUBEN- 
DORF, ZURICH: HOME PHONE-01-923-3472; OFFICE PHONE 01- 
820-4222. HABIB 
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